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October 29, .1997 Introduced by: Christopher Vance 

Proposed No.: 96-959 

ORDINANCE NO. 12940 j 

, 3 AN ORDINANCE relating to duties of the department of 
4 '. development and environmental services, amending 
5 ordinance 11955 section 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 
6 2.16.055. 

7 II BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 

8 " SECTION 1. Ordinance 11955, Section 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 2.16.055 are 

9 II hereby amended as follows: . 

10 II Department of development and environmental services - duties - divisions. A. The 

11 II department is responsible to manage and be fiscally accountable for the building services 

12 II division, land use services division, and administrative services division,: 

13 ((, p];QviQ@Q tJaat J:;u:marv 1 ( 1997 tJa@ "bailQiaQ s@];vi~@s QhqsiQIl v,till "b@ s@paI=at@Q intQ laI=Q;e 

14 Pl=G:i@"ts "bailGiIlg s@pli~@s QPlisiQIl aaQ a small P];9:i@"ts "bYiIQiIlg s@p/k@s QP,tigiQIl, OlIlQ P];Q,qQ@Q 

15 £Yrtl:I,@]; tJaat tJae @*@"ytiv@ sHall sY"brn.it a ];epQrt tQ tJa@ ~Q1:Ul"il"by ~e :3 0, 199~ Q@s"ril;iag HQW 

16 tJa@ sepaI=atiQIl ,J,tiH "b@.a""Q~lisH@Q, ~mall P];9:i@"ts sHaH iadYQ@ rinQ"b@ limit@Q tQ "builQing 

17 permits fg]; Il@W sia.gl@ tamily QJ;l;r.eHing lIDfts, ];@mQQ@ls OlIlQ aQQitiQIlS tg smgl@ f:;rin.il~' QJ,J,'@Uing 

18 l.Ulits, aaQ "builQiIlg p@I=rn.its fg]; tQV,rnhgyS@, apartm@Ilt, "gmnl@];"ial OlIlQ YlGYstrial Il@'A' 

19 "QIlstm"tigIl, ];@mgQ@ls g]; aQQitigIlS gf 10,000 sqYaI=@ feet gf"byilQYlQ sp~@ gr l@ss,)) The 

20 director of the department shall be the county planning director, building official, fire marshal, ' 

21 zoning adjustor, and the responsible official for purposes of administering the state 

22 environmental policy act, and may delegate those functions to qualified subordinates. 
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B. BUILDING SERVICES DIVISION. The division shall be responsible for ensuring 

2 II consistent and efficient administration of environmental, building and land use codes and 

3 II regulations for commercial and residential projects by means of pennit review and approval, 

4 II construction inspections and public infonnation. The duties of the division shall include the 

5 II following: 

6 II 1. Pennit center and public infonnation; 
<., 

7 II 2. Building plan and application review, including ftre, fIre-flow, building, mechanical, 

8 II barrier-free, energy, security and other unifonn code reviews; 

9 II 3. Site review, including engineering and sensitive areas review of pennit applications; 

10 II 4. Inspections, including new-construction inspections for compliance with site, fIre 

11 II and building code requirements; and 

12 II 5. Pursue and resolve code violations, including preparing for administrative or legal 

13 II actions, evaluating the division's success in obtaining compliance with King County rules and 

14 II regulations and designing measures to improve compliance. 

15 II C. LAND USE SERVICES DIVISION. The division shall be responsible for the 

16 II effective processing and timely review of land development proposals, including zoning 

17 II variance and reclassiftcation, master'drainage plans, variances from the surface water design 

18 II manual and the King County road standards, sensitive area, subdivision, right-of-way use, urban 

19 II . planned development, clearing and grading, shoreline, special use and conditional use 

20 II applications. The duties of the division shall include the following: 

21 II 1. Pennit center and public infonnation; 
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2. Plan review, including the review of applications for compliance with shorelines, 

2 II sensitive areas, subdivision and other zoning regulations, road standards and variances from the 

3 II surface water design manual, as well as community 'plans and utility comprehensive plans; 

4 1·1 3. Engineering review and inspection, including the review of clearing and grading 

5 II applications and review of engineering plans for compliance with adopted road and drainage 

6 II standards and specifications; 
'-

7 II 4. Development inspection, including inspection of construction activity, to ensure 

8 II compliance wi1h approved plans and codes; 

9 II 5. Develop and assist in implementing local and subarea specific plans for urban and 

10 II rural areas, consistent with the comprehensive plan; 

11 II 6. Develop prqposed policies to address long-range comprehensive land use planning 

12 II and analyze and provide proposed updates to the comprehensive plan on an annual basis; 

13 II 7. Develop proposed county plans, programs and policies and implementing 

14 II regulations on environmental issues, including environmentally sensitive areas and mineral 

15 II resources; and serve as the contact for cities and agencies, providing appropriate research in 

16 II support of county initiatives on these issues; 

17 II 8. Administer the State Environmental Policy Act and act as lead agency, including 

18 II making threshold determinations, determining the amount of environmental impact and 

19 II reasonable mitigation measures, and coordinating with other departments and divisions in the 

20 II preparation of county environmental documents or in response to environmental documents 

21 II from other agencies; and 
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9. Monitor the cumula~ive effects of the county's comprehensive plan and other plans, 

2 II policies ad laws intended to protect natural and community resources while pemiitting 

3 II development and growth, providing periodic status reports to the executive and counciL 

411' D. ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION. The division shall provide support 

5 II' services throughout the department, including personnel and payroll support, budget support, 

6 II financial services, information services, facilities management and support, and records. 
'. -
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INTRODUCED AND READ for the first time this c2/ ~ay of 

~'19~tz 
{/ PASSED by a vote of /cJ,. to J2.- this ~~y of ;Dee-em b-f? ~ ,19 97 

KING COUNTY COUNCIL 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

1311 Chair 

1411 ATTEST: 

~"->J\t-J-.JW 15 

16' 

17 

Clerk of the Council 'D 
APPROVED thisXday of ~t2c.Q"" k ,190~ 
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20 II Attachments: 
21 None 
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